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905 August 26, 1898 

Yellow fever at Franklin, La. 

Under date of August 19, 1898, Surgeon H. E. Carter, United States 
Marine-Hospital Service, reported that there were no new developments 
and no new suspicious cases at Franklin, La. The sheds and buildings, 
which were old wooden structures and which were supposed to have 
been the source of infection in the fatal case of yellow fever which 
occurred there on the 11th instant, have been burned, together with the 
adjacent ground and all trash and possible fomites within what is thought 
to be a sufficiently large space to preclude the spread of infection. 

No new cases were reported on the 20th. Disinfection reported to be 
almost completed. On the 22d the condition of affairs at Franklin was 
reported to be unchanged. 

Franklin, La., August 22, 1898. 

Sir : There has been no case of yellow fever reported since the death 
of Hopkins. I have been to see the men, 3, who were directly exposed 
to infection and sickened with fever ; 2 were certainly not yellow fever, 
and the other presented no distinctive symptoms of it. 

All whom I could trace as having been exposed to the (presumable) 
infection from the sick man have been under daily observation by Dr. 
Beverly Smith, and in three more days the ten days from last exposure 
will have passed. Similarly I have followed up those who had been 
exposed to the original source (hypothetical) of infection. Here there 
was less accuracy in their determination. The premises adjudged 
infected were immediately vacated and put under guard, and the most 
essential disinfection done as soon as we could, working in two gangs. 
The work was completed thoroughly, I believe, at our leisure. 

There has been a fairly good cordon around the town, guarding all 
roads and paths and the bayou, so that one could not ride or drive out 
of Franklin. In addition, the part of St. Marys Parish between the 
Atchafalya and its western boundary has had a railroad quarantine, 
no passenger or through freight trains stopping in it. The cordon has 
been well managed, partly paid by the town and partly by the Service, 
the town being unable to bear the whole expense. The railroad quar- 
antine against the parish outside of Franklin will be raised to-morrow. 
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There is a high probability that the opinion expressed in my tele- 
gram that the old building partly torn down and partly repaired was 
the original source of infection is correct. 

If it be not, of course the original source still exists ; if so, it should 
show its presence by producing other cases of fever before the quaran- 
tine is raised, about September 1 or 2. This, however, I feel to be the 
real danger, and this also is the reason for holding the quarantine and 
inspection on longer than usual. 

I believe the disinfection has been thorough. All who engaged in 
it, and in tearing down and burning the remainder of the building — 
some being of doubtful immunity and some nonimmunes — are still being 
inspected daily. 

Whether there may not have been light cases of yellow fever unre- 
ported it is hard to say ; if there have been there will be some grave 
enough to be noted prior to September 1. 

Eespectfully, yours, H. E. Carteb, 

8urgeon, U. 8. M. S. 8. 
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On the 23d instant Surgeon Carter reported that a very suspicious 
case had been detained under observation, and on the 24th instant he 
telegraphed as follows : 

The case reported as suspicions is one of yellow fever. It may be 
from former focus. The case is under guard. He had been ill one day 
when discovered. 

Some of the industries here have shut down and others will, and it 
may be necessary to open a laborer's detention camp, as the men out of 
work will evade quarantine. I am making provisional arrangements. 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General, United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Report of smallpox in Mobile. 

Mobile, Ala., August 17, 1898. 
Sib, : I have the honor to state that 5 cases of smallpox have been 
sent to the county pesthouse from this city during the past two weeks. 
The persons were from one locality, and the assumed origin is a Louis- 
ville and Nashville railroad employee, but the individual is not known. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. D. Mtjbbay, 
Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Smallpox in New Mexico. 

Under date of August 13, 1898, the United States sanitary inspector 
at El Paso, Tex., reports as follows concerning smallpox in New 
Mexico : 

There is a considerable epidemic of smallpox in the Territory of New 
Mexico, but there is no possibility of the disease getting a foothold in 
El Paso, Tex. All arriving trains are carefully watched for a hundred 
miles or so north of El Paso. I have vaccinated almost every child in 
the different public schools and others that have applied to be vacci- 
nated. All trainmen are vaccinated. Just now there are 15 cases in 
Albuquerque, a city of about 10,000 inhabitants, about 150 miles north 
of El Paso. All but 2 of the patients are practically well, but are still 
quarantined. 

Precautions with regard to the importation of yellow fever from Mexico. 

Eagle Pass, Tex., August 9, 1898. 
Sib : I beg to inform you that yellow fever exists at Vera Cruz and 
Tampico, and that reports reaching here to-day would indicate that there 
are a few cases in Monterey. I would respectfully ask authority to 
employ 1 man for several months to be stationed on the bridge and 
examine passengers, or if, in your opinion, it is justifiable, 2 men, to 
have a day and night watch. We have 2 people here now in quaran- 
tine from Vera Cruz. If satisfactory, please advise by wire. 

Very respectfully, C. C. Dbake, 

Collector of Customs. 

Note. — In accordance with the request contained in the above letter, the collector of 
customs at Eagle Pass, Tex., has been given authority to employ 2 men as requested, 
or a day and night watch. 



